
Listening Comprehension
GRADE 9 (8)
The Hammer
The hammer may be the oldest tool we have record of. Stone hammers - some of the oldest human artifacts ever discovered - date back as early as 2,600,000 BCE. Not only is the hammer the oldest tool, but it is also the greatest. What makes the hammer so great is its simplicity, power, and usefulness. 
The structure of the hammer is relatively simple - a fact largely responsible for its early invention and widespread distribution across cultures and geographic regions. The hammer is composed of two main parts: a handle and a head. The handle is used to swing the hammer. The head is used to hit other objects. 
While the hammer is a very simple tool, it is still able to generate tremendous power. This power results from two factors: the weight of the head, and the speed at which the hammer is swung. Every hammer (though some more than others) has a large distribution of weight at the head. When a hammer is swung, this weight pivots about the hand, which acts as a fulcrum. The handle carries the weight at a distance, acting as a lever arm, so a longer handle means increased speed. The weight of the head together with the speed generated by the lever arm is what gives the hammer so much power. The heavier the head and the faster it is swung, the more power a hammer produces. 
In addition to the hammer's great power, it also has an exceptionally wide range of useful applications. The purpose of the hammer - to hit - is a universal action that can accomplish many tasks. Let's start with the obvious: a hammer can be made to pound nails. But a hammer has many other uses as well. It can break apart hard objects such as brick or concrete. It can bend and shape metal or steel. It can gently tap objects to make small adjustments. It can be used to make sculpture or pottery. It can be used in the hot, harsh business of blacksmithing as well as in delicate operations like crafting jewelry. In times of desperation, it can even be used as a weapon. 
The hammer truly is a great tool. It is simple, powerful, and useful. A quintessential symbol of labor, the hammer has come to represent hard work and embody the spirit of human industry.




















GRADE 9 (8)
Listening comprehension test
1. Put down + if the statement is true, - if it is false (2 points each).
1. The hammer is a simple but powerful tool.
2. The hammer is the oldest tool known to man.
3. The first hammer was made of metal.
4. The head of the hammer is used to swing the hammer, while the handle is used to hit objects. 
5. The hammer’s power comes from the weight of the head, and the speed at which the hammer is swung.
6. A long handle means decreased speed. 
7. The heavier the head and the faster it is swung, the more power a hammer produces.
8. The hammer has a wide range of uses.
9. The hammer has become a symbol of labor.
10. The author of the text probably believes that the hammer is a great tool.
2. Choose the correct letter (a, b or c) – (2 points each)
1. Which of the following sentences best summarizes the passage? 
a. "The hammer may be the oldest tool we have record of." 
b. "Not only is the hammer the oldest tool, but it is also the greatest." 
с. "What makes the hammer so great is its simplicity, power, and usefulness." 
2. The reason the hammer was invented many years ago, and then spread across the world was because:
	a. The hammer is not a complicated tool to build.
	b. The hammer is easy to use.
	c. The structure of the hammer is not complex.
3. The hammer is composed of two main parts:
	a. a lever and a fulcrum
	b. a head and a an arm
	с. a handle and a head
4. Most of the hammers weight is found where?
	a. the handle
	b. the head
	c. the arm
5. In the text, the word fulcrum means:
	a. weight
	b. center
	c. hinge
6. Which of the following combinations will produce the most power from a hammer?
	a. a light head and a fast swing
	b. a heavy head and a fast swing
	c. a heavy head and a slow swing
7. A primary use of the hammer is all of the following except:
	a. to pound nails
	b. to break apart concrete 
	c. as a weapon
8. Based on information in the text, all of the following people might use a hammer at work except:
	a. a truck driver 
	b. a jewelry artist
	с. a carpenter
	10. Which of the following words did the author not use to describe the hammer?
	a. simple
	b. complex
	c. powerful



9. In the text, ‘quintessential’ means:
	a. classic 
	b. modern
	c. essential
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Reading Comprehension, test 1 
Read the text below and choose the correct word (A, B, C or D) for each gap. - (1 point each)
Penguins
		There (1)……… seventeen different types of penguins. They can be (2) ……… forty centimetres to more than one metre tall. They all (3) ……… in the south part of the world. In winter, they swim (4) ……… long way to find warmer weather.
In spring, (5) ……… penguins come together on the beaches of Antarctica. The female penguin has one or two eggs. She puts (6) ……… eggs on the ground and sits there to keep (7) ……… warm. But she doesn’t sit all the time because penguins can move with one egg between their legs.
(8) ……… the female penguin is sitting on the eggs, the male penguin brings her food. He also (9) ……… this when the baby penguins (10) ……… born.
	1)
	A is
	B are
	C be
	D were

	2)
	A from
	B by
	C between
	D to

	3)
	A lives
	B live
	C lived
	D living

	4)
	A --------
	B one
	C the
	D a

	5)
	A lots
	B much
	C many
	D a lot

	6)
	A her
	B hers
	С she
	D its

	7)
	A it
	B her
	C their
	D them

	8)
	A When
	B How
	C Who
	D Then

	9)
	A does
	B do
	C doing
	D has done

	10)  
	A been
	B is
	С are being
	D are



Reading Comprehension, test 2
from “Is Your Obsession With Celebrities Unhealthy?”
Jennifer Lawrence is not your best friend.  Anne Hathaway is not your enemy. I know, the truth hurts.
Whether we love them or hate them, we tend to magnify celebrities' places in our lives.
The fact is, feeling closer than we are to the stars is not unhealthy, at least for a majority of us. Through the media, reality shows and social networking, it's easier than ever to keep up with celebs in real time. That kind of access creates what's known as "the illusion of intimacy," says Cooper Lawrence, author of "The Cult of Celebrity."
The direct access that many celebs provide makes us privy to many details of their lives. And as Lawrence points out, many stars aren't exactly shy about sharing what outfits they're wearing, what food they are eating or what they are doing. We no longer have to rely solely on information from a star's publicist, but are given a virtual front-row seat to their fears, heartbreaks, successes and failures. 
Most of the time, this behavior is harmless. As Lawrence points out, the more common problem is with what she refers to as “celebrity worshippers.” Intense levels of adoration for a celebrity can be linked to depression and anxiety, she says.

		Choose the correct letter (a, b or c) – (1 point each)
1) The phrase “to keep up with” means:
A. to have a final opinion on.
B. to talk about the least important element of.
C. to make a summary on.
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2) In the author’s opinion, a fascination with celebrities is:
A. fine within certain limits.
B. something of which we should be proud.
C. very strange.

3) How would you define the word “magnify” as it is used in the sentence “Whether we love them or hate them, we tend to magnify celebrities' places in our lives”?
A. Look very closely at 
B. Revel in
C. Contemplate

4) The author gives all the following as evidence for why we feel closer to celebrities today EXCEPT:
A. the ease of access to celebrities due to social media.
B. celebrities have been personally involved in people’s lives for decades.
C. media presents details of celebrities lives.


Reading Comprehension, test 3
Extraordinary Plants
Baobab
		These strange-looking trees are found in Africa and Australia and most live for thousands of years. The baobab has an enormous trunk which is swollen and full of water. It can be 7-11 metres wide and some can hold up to 12,000 litres. The tree stores the water so it can survive during the difficult dry season. In Western Australia during the 1890s, the police used a hollow baobab tree as a prison when taking prisoners to the town of Derby.
Pitcher Plant
Pitcher plants are very colourful, meat-eating plants with a ‘pitcher’ full of liquid. They are also called monkey cups because sometimes monkeys use them to drink water. Insects are attracted to the plant’s nectar and they slip down the sides of the pitcher into the sticky liquid. There is no way to escape, so they drown and are ‘eaten’. A species in Borneo has a large pitcher that can hold 3.5 litres of liquid, and sometimes even rats or lizards get trapped in there.
Bamboo
Bamboo grows in many different climates, from cold mountains to hot tropical forests. It can grow up to 30m tall. But bamboo isn’t a tree, it’s actually the largest member of the grass family. Bamboo is very useful because it’s used as a building material and food as well as for making furniture, paper, medicine or even musical instruments. Bamboo also holds the record for being the fastest growing plant. It can grow 90cm in one day, so if you’re walking through a bamboo forest, stop for a while and watch. You’ll be surprised!
Put down + if the statement is true, - if it is false (1 point each).
1) Baobabs grow in dry countries.
2) In Australia, they made a prison using wood from baobab tree.
3) Sometimes monkeys use pitcher plants as cups.
4) Insects can’t get out of a pitcher plant.
5) Rats and lizards are the only animals that eat pitcher plants.
6) Bamboo can’t grow without heat.
7) Many things are made of bamboo. 
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Reading Comprehension, test 4
CLIMBING TRIP by Samantha Davis 

My dad and I have both done a bit of climbing at our local sports centre. So we decided to go on a trip together, climbing the high rocks along the coastline of a small island. Although it wasn’t far from where we live, the journey across the sea took quite a long time – but it was worth it! 
As we approached the island, Dad pointed out the rocks covered in colourful plants, wild goats and bees, which were once the only signs of life on this now popular place for visitors. The island has become well-known as a climbing venue and the ferry we took across to the island was full of climbers carrying boots and backpacks. 
We arrived at the island’s harbour, full of brightly-coloured houses lit by the early-morning sun. We were met by a driver in an ancient old car, arranged by the travel company we’d booked with. The driver took us to the tiny apartment, which, like the car, had seen better days, but it was comfortable and we weren’t going to spend much time there anyway. 
There are lots of possible climbs up the island’s rocks, and not all of them have been discovered by climbers, but many have places clearly marked out so climbers can easily see where to put their hands and feet. All we needed were shoes, ropes and the equipment for attaching the rope to the rocks, although despite the markings on the rocks, I still had problems! Anyway, climbing is obviously not without risk, and things can still go wrong, but you’re far less likely to get into difficulties on the island. 
There was a wide range of climbers, both in ability and age, so there was no need for my previous worries about being the only teenager. Away from the rocks and back in the town, there was a very sociable atmosphere in the cafes, where we compared notes on what we’d achieved that day. 
One day, our climbing destination was a rough cliff, with very little to put my hands and feet on. It was amazing how quickly I learnt to attach my rope onto the rock to avoid falling as I climbed! Then I realised the boy climbing next to me was someone I knew. We waved, smiled and moved on, although he seemed to find the rock far less of a challenge! 
Once Dad and I were down at ground level again, we stopped at a beach, which was deserted. We walked along with our feet in the water and promised ourselves that it wouldn’t be the last time that we sat on that stretch of beach. 
Put down + if the statement is true, - if it is false (1 point each).
1) Samantha and her father travelled a great distance to the place where they went climbing.
2) The place where Samantha and her dad got off the boat was very cheerful-looking.
3) They were disappointed by the accommodation and the transport provided.
4) There were still a number of climbing routes on the island waiting to be explored.
5) Samantha found her climb easy because the route she took had been prepared for climbers.
6) Samantha thinks the island is generally a safer climbing location than most others.
7) Samantha liked the fact that she could chat with people her age after a day’s climbing.
8) Samantha had difficulty with the technique of using the rope to make herself safe.
9) Samantha found climbing up the cliff harder than her friend from home did.
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GRADE 9 (8)
Writing Comprehension
(In this test you will select from two writing tasks.  Choose the one that you feel you are most capable to write about.)

1. How much free time do you have? What do you like doing in your free time?

[bookmark: _GoBack]2. Is travelling important?  What can you learn from visiting other countries? What culture would you like to learn more about?
